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Maimonides’ Introduction to the Mishna

Session 3 — Prophecy part 2: Telling the future

In the previous session we discussed four types of prophets: 1) Prophecy in the name of an
idol. 2) Prophecy in the name of G-d to serve an idol. 3) prophecy in the name of G-d to
change the Torah. 4) Prophecy in the name of G-d to keep the Torah, or to do anything else
which the Torah did not tell us to do. This is the only true prophet.

We also discussed how to know if someone is a true prophet. When someone comes and
claims to be a prophet, we ask him to tell us what will happen in the future. Only after
proving himself many times can we be rest assured that he is a true prophet.

Now we must discuss: To what extent does the prophet need to be correct about the
future; Is there any instance where the prophet can tell the future and it won’t happen?

Telling the future
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The difference between a prophet and a fortuneteller
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Only a good prophecy must happen
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Can sin cause a good prophecy not to happen?
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The Bottom Line
The way to test if someone is a true prophet is by asking him to tell us the future. Only a
prophet can tell us the future and be right about every detail. If even one detail of a

prophecy fails, we can be sure that he is a false prophet.
There are two exceptions to this rule:

1) When a prophet tells us that something bad will happen and it does not happen, he
may still be a true prophet, because G-d can have mercy and change his mind.
2) If the prophecy was a personal message to the prophet, G-d may change his mind

due to the prophet’s sins.



