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Dear Friend,

It is with great pleasure that I introduce our fourth learning booklet to 
you.

As in the previous booklets  We have incorporated the following 
features:

•	 An exciting and realvent topic
•	 An overview describing what you will be learning
•	 Learning material in English and (or) appropriately measured to fit 

into a 40 minute session
•	 A summary at the end

It is our hope that this project serves to broaden your knowledge of 
key Jewish understandings and inspires you to search for more.

We look forward to providing you with more cutting edge  learning 
experiences in the near future.

Sincerely

Yehoshua Werde
Director

For all comments and suggestions please feel free to approach me or 
email to Director@Torahlp.com
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Lesson Overview
Introduction: Israel in our Hearts
•	 Dershowitz: Israel at the center of attention
•	 Poem: My heart is in the east
•	 What’s so special about Israel?
•	 Israel in our prayers

Part One: Physical Uniqueness of Israel
•	 Geographically: Israel at the crossroads
•	 Climate: Why no natural irrigation?
•	 Land of milk and honey. How so?
•	 Fascinating Fact: A desolate and flourishing land

Part Two: Spiritual Uniqueness of Israel
•	 The safest place in the world
•	 Land of Hashgacha Protis
•	 Holy by choice
•	 Holy because of spiritual sensitivity
•	 Best place for a Jew to connect with his holiness

Part Three: Israel our homeland
•	 What makes it our?
•	 Are we required to live there?
•	 Must we pack our bags and catch the next plane?
•	 Why didn’t the Rebbe ever visit Israel?
•	 How can we live in Israel without actually living in Israel?

Introduction
ALAN DERSHOWITZ, INTRODUCTION TO WHAT ISRAEL MEANS TO ME

It’s a tIny country, barely the sIze of new Jersey. Its 
populatIon of sIx mIllIon ranks It among the least 
populated member states of the unIted natIons. yet, wIth 
the possIble exceptIon of the unIted states...the JewIsh 
natIon of Israel provokes more passIon, receIves more 
medIa coverage and engenders more crItIcIsm than any 
other country In the world today. It Is faIr to say that 



Torah Learning Project6

few people are neutral about Israel

Even throughout the Golus, Eretz Yisroel has always occupied a special 
place in the heart of the Jew. As the famous poet Rabbi Yehuda Halevi 
expressed in his poem “In Arab Chains” written some 900 years ago:

RABBI YEHUDAH HALEVI, IN ARAB CHAINS

סוֹף מַעֲרָב י בְמִזְרָח וְאָנֹכִי בְּ לִבִּ
ר אֹכַל וְאֵיךְ יֶעֱרָב אֵיךְ אֶטְעֲמָה אֵת אֲשֶׁ
עוֹד ם נְדָרַי וָאֱסָרַי, בְּ לֵּ אֵיכָה אֲשַׁ
כֶבֶל עֲרָב חֶבֶל אֱדוֹם וַאֲנִי בְּ צִיּוֹן בְּ
מוֹ ל טוּב סְפָרַד, כְּ עֵינַי עֲזֹב כָּ יֵקַל בְּ
בִיר נֶחֱרָב. עֵינַי רְאוֹת עַפְרוֹת דְּ יֵקַר בְּ

my heart Is In the east, and I am In the uttermost west;

how can I fInd savor In food? how shall It be sweet to 
me?

how shall I render my vows and my bonds, whIle yet

zIon lIes beneath the shackles of edom, and I am In the 
chaIns of arabIa?

It would be easy for me to leave all the good thIngs of 
spaIn --

as It Is precIous In my eyes to see the dust of the desolate 
sanctuary.

Three times a day, in Shmonah Esrei, we express our heartfelt prayers 
to Hashem to return to Eretz Yisroel:

FROM THE SHMONEH ESREI

ותחזינה עינינו בשובך לציון ברחמים
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may our eyes behold your return to zIon In mercy.

What is so special about Eretz Yisroel? Why does it play such an 
important role in our lives? First we’ll look at the physical qualities of 
the Land, then we’ll explore what makes it holy.

Israel at the Crossroads
There are many advantages to the Land of Israel. One of the less 
commonly spoken of, but most highlighted in history, is the fact that 
Israel geographically lies at the crossroads between the two major 
continents of ancient civilization. As a well trodden travel route, it was 
a much sought after piece of real estate that many kings fought over 
its control. It appears that things haven’t changed much in thousands 
of years. Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan describes what is strategic about the 
geographic location of Eretz Yisroel:

RABBI ARYEH KAPLAN, JERUSALEM: EYE OF THE UNIVERSE

If you look at a map you wIll see that the geographIcal 
locatIon of the land of Israel vIrtually guaranteed that 
It would play a key role In the tIdes of cIvIlIzatIon. the 
old world consIsted of two great land masses, eurasIa 
(europe and asIa) and afrIca. It was ImpossIble to travel 
from eurasIa to afrIca wIthout passIng through the 
holy land. therefore, every conqueror, every cIvIlIzatIon 
that passed from one contInent to the other, had to pass 
through the holy land and come In contact wIth the 
Jew.

...besIdes beIng a gateway between north and south, the 
holy land Is part of the keystone lInk between east and 
west. there are mountaIns In Israel where a cup of water 
spIlled on the western slope wIll eventually flow Into the 
atlantIc ocean, whIle one spIlled on the eastern slope 
wIll flow Into the pacIfIc. today, these oceans are lInked 



Torah Learning Project8

suez canal, but In the past, most caravan routes lInkIng 
the atlantIc and pacIfIc passed dIrectly through the 
holy land.

the land of Israel was therefore lIterally the crossroads 
of cIvIlIzatIon.

In this map you can see how Yerushalayim is depicted as being the 
geographical center of the world (in fact, this was quite common in 
ancient maps):

In addition to its geographic location, Israel’s climate is also unique 
The posuk identifies Eretz Yisroel as a land distinguished from Egypt in 
the following ways:

DEVARIM 10:10-11

כי הארץ אשר אתה בא שמה לרשתה לא כארץ מצרים הוא אשר 
יצאתם משם אשר תזרע את זרעך והשקית ברגלך כגן הירק: 
והארץ אשר אתם עברים שמה לרשתה ארץ הרים ובקעת למטר 
השמים תשתה מים:
for the land to whIch you are comIng to possess Is not 
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lIke the land of egypt, out of whIch you came, where 
you sowed your seed and whIch you watered by foot, lIke 
a vegetable garden, but the land, to whIch you pass to 
possess It, Is a land of mountaIns and valleys and absorbs 
water from the raIns of heaven.

For better or for worse, one of the features that distinguishes Eretz 
Yisrael from other lands is its lack of natural irrigation. In Israel, water 
is a scarce commodity. The Kinneret is Israel’s only major fresh 
water reserve today and fast days and prayers for rain are a common 
occurrence in Israel. If you’ve ever been to Israel in the winter months, 
everybody is talking about the need for rain.

Why did Hashem make it that in the “land of milk and honey” it should 
be so difficult to find water? The Rebbe explains:

LIKUTEI SICHOS VOL. 6 P. 30

פארוואס האט דער אויבערשטער איינגעשטעלט אזוי, “שלא 
תהא הארץ שותה אלא מלמעלן”? איז איינער פון די טעמים 
אויף דעם בכדי “שיהיו הכל תולין עיניהם כלפי מעלה”: בעת א 
מענטש ווייס אז ער מוז אנקומען צו “מטר השמים”, איז אפילו 
ווען ער האט א ריבוי השפעה, “תאכל ושבעת גו’ וכל אשר ירבה 
לך”,וועט עס אים פונדעסטועעגן אפהאלטן )אין א געוויסער 
מאס( פון ורם לבבך ושכחת את הוי’ אלקיך”, ווייל ער ווייס, אז 
וויפל ער זאל ניט טאן כל הענינים התלויים בו - חרישה זריעה 
וכו’, מוז ער אלץ אנקומען צו דעם אויבערשטן.

בשעת ער געפינט זיך אין מצרים אבער, וואו דער אויבערשטער 
האט איינגעשטעלט אז די הנהגה זאל זיין בטבע, אז בתקופה 
מסויימת איז נילוס עולה  און איז משקה די פעלדער - 
וויבאלד אז בעיני בשר זעט ער ניט אז ער דארף אנקומען צום 
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אויבערשטן, קען ער זיך איינרעדן אז “כחי ועוצם ידי עשה לי את 
החיל הזה” און פארגעסן ח”ו אז הוא הנותן לך כח לעשות חיל”.

why dId hashem set up a sItuatIon In whIch Israel’s raIn 
only comes from above? one of the reasons Is so that, 
“In thIs way everyone wIll turn theIr eyes heavenward 
[bereIshIs rabbah 13].” when a person knows that he has 
to rely upon the “raIn of heaven” then even when he has 
an abundance he Is prevented from [makIng the mIstake 
detaIled In devarIm 8 “and your herds and your flocks 
multIply, and sIlver and gold Increase, and all that you 
have Increases] and your heart grows haughty, and you 
forget hashem your g-d.” thIs Is because the person 
knows that no matter how much effort he puts Into the 
land by plowIng, plantIng, etc., he stIll needs to come [In 
prayer] before hashem.

contrast thIs wIth lIvIng In egypt, where hashem 
establIshed the natural order such that at specIfIc tImes 
the nIle rIses and waters the fIelds. sInce to the physIcal 
eye thIs happens wIthout any need to [pray to] hashem, 
a person can tell hImself: “my strength and the mIght 
of my hand that has accumulated thIs wealth for me 
[devarIm 8:17]” and g-d forbId, forget completely [the 
next verse whIch states, “but you must remember hashem 
your g-d, for It Is] he that gIves you strength to 
acquIre wealth.”

Land of Milk and Honey
The Posuk describes Israel as a Land flowing with milk and honey. 
What does this mean? The Gemorah brings a comical interpretation 
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for the “land flowing with milk and honey:”

GEMARA KESUBOS 111B

רמי בר יחזקאל איקלע לבני ברק, חזנהו להנהו עיזי דקאכלן 
תותי תאיני, וקנטיף דובשא מתאיני וחלבא טייף מנייהו ומיערב 
בהדי הדדי, אמר: היינו זבת חלב ודבש. 
ramI bar yechezkel travelled to bneI brak. there he saw 
goats eatIng under the fIg trees. honey was drIppIng from 
the fIgs, mIlk was flowIng from the goats and they mIxed 
together on the ground. he exclaImed, ‘thIs Is It, a land 
flowIng wIth mIlk and honey!’

But on a more serious note, what does it actually mean?
The Ramban (Shmos 3:8) writes that the key word in the verse is 
“flowing.” Fruit trees grow in many different terrains, but their produce 
overflow with nectar only when the land is especially fertile, when 
the trees are particularly well-nourished. Similarly, livestock survives 
in many habitats, but only overflow with milk when they are in 
particularly fertile pastures. Thus, a “land flowing with milk and honey” 
is indicative and symptomatic of a greater good—the fertility of the 
Promised Land.

The Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni Mishlei) explains that milk symbolizes 
superior quality, richness of taste, and nourishment. Honey represents 
sweetness. The goodness of Israel is both nourishing and pleasant.
Some point out that honey and milk share a paradoxical quality. Honey 
is kosher, though it is produced by a non-kosher insect. Milk is kosher, 
though it comes from a cow whose meat may not be eaten together 
with milk. The goodness of Israel will often times come from places 
where it is least expected.

Compare the following two eye-witness descriptions of the Land of 
Israel. The first is from Josephus (Yoseph ben Matissyahu), a Jewish 
general turned Roman historian from the time of the destruction of 
the Beis Hamikdash two thousand years ago. The second is from the 
famous writer Mark Twain who describes his trip to Palestine in the 
year 1867. 
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JOSEPHUS, “THE JEWISH WARS”, BOOK III 3:2

for the whole area Is excellent for crops or pasturage 
and rIch In trees of every kInd, so that by Its fertIlIty 
It InvItes even those least InclIned to work the land. 
In fact, every Inch of It has been cultIvated by the 
InhabItants and not a parcel goes to waste. It Is 
thIckly covered wIth towns, and thanks to the natural 
abundance of the soIl, the many vIllages are so densely 
populated that the smallest of them has more than 
fIfteen thousand InhabItants”. 

Mark Twain visited Israel in 1867, and published his impressions in his 
best-selling book Innocents Abroad.  He described a desolate country 
– devoid of both vegetation and human population:

MARK TWAIN, INNOCENTS ABROAD, CH. 56

of all the lands there are for dIsmal scenery, I thInk 
palestIne must be the prInce. the hIlls are barren, they 
are dull of color, they are unpIcturesque In shape. 
the valleys are unsIghtly deserts frInged wIth a feeble 
vegetatIon that has an expressIon about It of beIng 
sorrowful and despondent. the dead sea and the sea 
of galIlee sleep In the mIdst of a vast stretch of hIll 
and plaIn whereIn the eye rests upon no pleasant tInt, 
no strIkIng obJect, no soft pIcture dreamIng In a purple 
haze or mottled wIth the shadows of the clouds. every 
outlIne Is harsh, every feature Is dIstInct, there Is no 
perspectIve—dIstance works no enchantment here. It Is a 
hopeless, dreary, heart-broken land...
palestIne sIts In sackcloth and ashes. over It broods the 
spell of a curse that has wIthered Its fIelds and fettered 
Its energIes. where sodom and gomorrah reared theIr 
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domes and towers, that solemn sea now floods the plaIn, 
In whose bItter waters no lIvIng thIng exIsts—over whose 
waveless surface the blIsterIng aIr hangs motIonless and 
dead—about whose borders nothIng grows but weeds, 
and scatterIng tufts of cane, and that treacherous 
fruIt that promIses refreshment to parchIng lIps, but 
turns to ashes at the touch....renowned Jerusalem Itself, 
the statelIest name In hIstory, has lost all Its ancIent 
grandeur, and Is become a pauper vIllage; the rIches of 
solomon are no longer there to compel the admIratIon 
of vIsItIng orIental queens; the wonderful temple whIch 
was the prIde and the glory of Israel, Is gone...
palestIne Is desolate and unlovely. and why should It be 
otherwIse? can the curse of the deIty beautIfy a land?
 
Notice the glaring differences between the two descriptions of the 
same land. Why do you think Israel changed so drastically between the 
time of Josephus and Mark Twain?

What’s fascinating to note is that the Torah predicted such a difference:

VAYIKRA 26:32

והשמתי אני את הארץ ושממו עליה איביכם הישבים בה: 
I wIll make the land desolate, so that It wIll become 
desolate [also] of your enemIes who lIve In It.

Rashi explains how the Land being desolate is actually a good thing for 
Jews:

RASHI

והשמתי אני את הארץ - זו מדה טובה לישראל שלא ימצאו 
האויבים נחת רוח בארצם, שתהא שוממה מיושביה:
I wIll make the land desolate: thIs Is actually a good 
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thIng for Israel, namely that sInce the land wIll be 
desolate of people lIvIng In It, the enemIes wIll not fInd 
contentment In Israel’s land [and wIll have to leave].

The Maharsha further explains when this is referring to:

MAHARSHA, CHIDDUSHEI AGGADOS, SANHEDRIN 98A 

[אין לך קץ מגולה מזה וכו‘ שנאמר ואתם הרי גו‘.] כל זמן 
שאין ישראל על אדמתם אין הארץ נותנת פירותיה כדרכה אבל 
כשתחזור ליתן פירותיה זהו קץ מגולה שקרב לבא זמן גאולה 
שיחזרו ישראל על אדמתן
as long as Israel does not dwell on Its land, the land 
does not gIve her fruIts, as she Is accustomed. when 
she wIll begIn to reflourIsh, however, and gIve of her 
fruIts, thIs Is the clear sIgn that the end – the tIme of 
redemptIon – Is approachIng, when all of Israel wIll 
return to theIr land.

Interesting Fact: Israel was the only country in the world to finish the 
20th century with a net gain in trees. According to the Maharsha, the 
time of the Geulah must be fast approaching indeed.

While Israel is the most lush of lands, it can also be the harshest of 
lands. When Yidden live in Eretz Yisroel, the land is lush, when they are 
in golus, it turns into a desert wasteland.

In Likutei Torah (Parshas Shlach), the Alter Rebbe explains the idea of 
milk and honey that milk represents Chessed/kindness, and honey 
represents Gevurah/discipline. The emphasis in the posuk is that the 
milk and honey are flowing. This means that in Israel the channels are 
open and there is an unrestrained flow of both Chessed and Gevurah. 
Perhaps this can explain why Israel is a land of extremes. The Alter 
Rebbe continues and explains that the fact that the Land is blessed 
with physical blessings is only a manifestation of the divine blessings 
that are found there.
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What is unique about Israel in a spiritual sense?

The Posuk tells us that Hashem always is concerned about the welfare 
of Eretz Yisroel:

DEVORIM 11:12

הּ  מִיד עֵינֵי יְקֹוָק אֱלהֶֹיךָ בָּ ר יְקֹוָק אֱלהֶֹיךָ דֹּרֵשׁ אֹתָהּ תָּ אֶרֶץ אֲשֶׁ
נָה:  נָה וְעַד אַחֲרִית שָׁ ָ ית הַשּׁ מֵרֵשִׁ
a land whIch hashem cares for, the eyes of hashem are 
always upon It from the begInnIng of the year untIl the 
end of the year.

The Rambam explains that this means that there is more Divine 
protection in Israel:

RAMBAM, MOREH NEVUCHIM I:44

הּ” השגחתו בה מִיד עֵינֵי ה אֱלקֶֹיךָ בָּ “תָּ
“the eyes of hashem are always upon It,” means that hIs 
provIdence Is upon It.

During the Gulf War in 1991, when scud missiles where falling on Israel 
and Israel feared the worst, the Rebbe would reiterate this posuk to 
assure people that Israel is the safest place in the world.

On a more simple level, the posuk is saying that Hashem’s presence is 
found in Israel more than anywhere else. Why is this so? Why is Israel 
the holiest of lands? How can a land be holy? What does it mean to be 
holy?

Holiness = Transparency 
We need a good definition of the term holiness. What is holiness? 
While the word קדושה connotes distinction and separateness, to be 
apart from physical reality and devoted to spirituality, in practice it 
means something altogether different. To make something holy means 
to make it transparent to its spiritual purpose.

For example, when a Jew performs a mitzvah, he is connecting with 
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holiness because makes himself transparent at that moment to his 
spiritual purpose. Even when he is not actually doing a mitzvah, he is 
essentially holy simply because he is a Jew. Of course a Jew is more 
holy when he performs a mitzvah, but without the mitzvah he is also 
holy, so what is the difference?

There are two reasons why a Jew is holy:
1) Because he belongs to Hashem’s chosen nation. The fact that 
Hashem chose him, makes him essentially holy.
2) When he performs a mitzvah he is holy because the action of a 
mitzvah makes him more transparent to his spiritual purpose.

The same two reasons apply to the holiness of Eretz Yisroel:
1) Eretz Yisroel is essentially holy because it is Hashem’s chosen land.
2) As a result of Hashem choosing it, it is also the place that is most 
transparent to Hashem’s presence.

The posuk calls Eretz Yisroel the chosen land:

ר יִבְחַר ה’ אֱלהֶֹיךָ בּוֹ” קוֹם אֲשֶׁ “הַמָּ
the place whIch hashem your g-d has chosen It

The Rebbe explains:
LIKUTEI SICHOS VOL. 18 P. 409

בנוגע ארץ ישראל, איר קדושה איז ניט מצד דער קדושה וואס 
אין איר )אדרבא די קדושה קומט מצד ולאחרי הבחירה(, ווארום 
וויבאלד אז בחירת הקב”ה אין ארץ ישראל איז א בחירה עצמית 
)כשברא העולם(, זי איז נחלת ה’
hashem’s choIce of the land of Israel was not due to the 
holIness that Is In It (on the contrary, the holIness comes 
as a result of hashem’s choIce). sInce hashem’s decIsIon 
to choose the land of Israel was a bechIrah atzmIs [an 
uncompelled choIce made of hashem’s own essentIal 
power of free wIll], then thIs Is why the land of Israel Is 
the herItage of hashem...
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Israel is holy because Hashem chose it to be so, it has an essential 
and eternal connection with Hashem. This is in contrast to Bavel that 
is also called holy, but only in reference to the Torah that was studied 
there. In and of itself it is not a holy land.

In Tanya, the Alter Rebbe compares Hashem’s presence in Eretz Yisroel 
to the presence of the Neshamah in the brain. 

TANYA, CH. 51-52

כמו שנשמת האדם היא ממלאה כל רמ”ח אברי הגוף מראשו 
ועד רגלו ואעפ”כ עיקר משכנה והשראתה היא במוחו ומהמוח 
מתפשטת לכל האברים...מהשכינה המלובשת בהיכל ק”ק של 
כל עולם ועולם כללי או פרטי נמשך ומתפשט ממנה אור וחיות 
לכל העולם והברואים שבו נשמות ומלאכים וכו’
the analogy Is from the soul of a human beIng whIch 
pervades all the 248 organs of the body, from head to 
foot, yet Its prIncIpal habItatIon and abode Is In hIs braIn, 
whence It Is dIffused throughout all the organs...It Is 
from the shechInah whIch Is clothed In the shrIne of the 
holy of holIes of each and every general or partIcular 
world that lIght and vItalIty are extended and dIffused 
to the whole world and the creatures contaIned thereIn, 
the souls, angels, and so forth

Just as the Neshamah gives life and is expressed throughout the body, 
it enters the body, and its primary residence is in the brain. From there 
is provides life to the entire body. Similarly, the place of the Kodesh 
Hakadashim is the point of entry for the Divine power that creates and 
gives life to all of existence. It is also the place where it [the Shechinah] 
dwells.

BEREISHIS RABBA 59

“ירושלים אורו של עולם, שנאמר )ישעיה ס( ‘והלכו גויים 
לאורך’, ומי הוא אורה של ירושלים? הקב”ה. דכתיב: ‘והיה לך ה’ 
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לאור עולם
yerushalayIm Is the lIght of the world, as [the posuk] says 
“and the natIons wIll follow your lIght,” and who Is the 
lIght of yerushalayIm? hashem. as [the posuk] says  “and 
hashem wIll be for you as an everlastIng lIght.”

Because of this extra kedushah that exists in Eretz Yisroel, there are 
many mitzvos that only apply in Israel. Some of these mitzvos include 
Shemita (leaving the fields to rest in the seventh year), terumah and 
maaser (produce can not be eatenuntil portions are given to the 
Kohen, Levi, poor etc.), as well as other agricultural mitzvos. Chazal say 
that Moshe Rabeinu davened to enter Eretz Yisroel only so he could 
merit to keep these Mitzvos.

The extra degree of kedusha also explains why Chazal say that the air 
of Eretz Yisroel itself makes people wiser. This is also true of spiritual 
sensitivity, since there can only be prophecy when the Yidden are 
in Eretz Yisroel or if the prophecy is about Eretz Yisroel (nevuah is a 
heightened, and very articulate state of spiritual sensitivity). As the 
Ramban learns from the posuk:

RAMBAN, DEVARIM 18:15 

נביא מקרבך מאחיך כמני - טעם “מקרבך”, לרמוז שאין נבואה 
אלא בארץ ישראל ...
“a prophet from your mIdst, from your brethren, lIke me 
[moshe] shall the hashem, your g-d, establIsh for you” 
– the phrase “from your mIdst” hInts that prophecy only 
exIsts In the land of Israel. 

There is a certain kedusha that a Jew can only attain in Eretz Yisrael. 
In the Kuzari the sage explains to the king that the soul can achieve a 
greater level of perfection in Eretz Yisroel.

The Kuzari is a book written by Rabbi Yehudah Halevi that describes a 
theoretical discussion between a sage and the king of the Khazars (a 
kingdom from the latter part of the first millenium that converted to 
Judaism).
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RABBI YEHUDAH HALEVI, THE KUZARI

 אמר הכוזרי: מאמרך ובארצו קשה לי לקבלו. 
 אמר החבר: אל יקשה בעיניך שתתיחד ארץ בדבר מכל הארצות, 
ואתה רואה מקום שמצליח בו צמח מבלתי צמח, ומוצא מבלעדי 
מוצא, וחיה מבלעדי חיה, ומתיחדים יושביו בצורות ומדות 
מבלעדי זולתם במצוע המזג. והנה עפ”י המזג תהיה שלמות 
הנפש וחסרונה. 
the kIng: [the Idea that hashem’s glory needs] to occur 
In hIs land -- I fInd It dIffIcult to understand and 
accept.
the sage: do not be surprIsed by the fact that one 
country has an advantage over other countrIes. thIs 
Is because we fInd dIfferences between countrIes wIth 
respect to theIr vegetatIon and natural resources. 
there are plants that can be grown In one land, but 
do not grow In another. there Is a land In whIch there 
lIve certaIn anImals whIch do not lIve In any other 
land, and there Is a land rIch In natural resources and 
another In whIch these are scarce. there Is a dIfference 
[between] one country [and] another wIth respect to the 
attrIbutes and nature of theIr InhabItants. and [beIng 
that] the perfectIon of the soul or the opposIte of thIs 
perfectIon depend on the substances of whIch the person 
Is composed [It should not come a surprIse that a greater 
perfectIon of the soul wIll be found In one land rather 
than another].

Until now, we’ve discussed what is special about Eretz Yisroel. We 
see in the Kuzari that Eretz Yisroel is a special place for our souls to 
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connect with Hashem and achieve their perfection. What we still need 
to understand is what makes Israel ours?

Why does Eretz Yisroel belong to us?

Eretz Yisroel is the land Hashem promised to our forefathers Avraham, 
Yitzchok, and Yaakov. Hashem sent Avraham from his hometown 
in Ur Kasdim (Ur of the Chaldes) to Eretz Yirsroel, “to the land which 
I will show you.” Hashem promised to give the land to Avraham’s 
descendants as an everlasting inheritance (that means that it’s ours 
forever). Yitzchok was commanded to remain in the land and never 
leave it. When Yaakov went down to Mitzraim he was promised that 
his children would return to the land.

Rashi quotes the opinion that entire story of Bereishis is only included 
in the Torah to set the facts straight that Hashem created the world 
and gave Israel to the Jews:

RASHI, BEREISHIS 1:1

אמר רבי יצחק לא היה צריך להתחיל את התורה אלא מהחודש 
הזה לכם, שהיא מצוה ראשונה שנצטוו בה ישראל, ומה טעם 
פתח בבראשית, משום כח מעשיו הגיד לעמו לתת להם נחלת 
גוים
rabbI yItzchok saId: the torah only had to start from 
“thIs month shall be for you [the begInnIng of the 
months],” [I.e. the mItzvah of kIdush hachodesh] whIch Is 
the fIrst mItzvah that was Instructed to the Jews, why 
dId [the torah] begIn wIth bereIshIs [I.e. creatIon]? so 
that “the power of hIs actIons he told to hIs people to 
gIve them the InherItance of the goyIm” 

The entire book of Bereishis is there to teach us that Hashem created 
the world, so when the goyim contest our right to the Land of Israel, 
we will be able to tell them “Hashem, the creator of the world gave 
Israel to us, if you have issues with that, go take it up with Him”
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Notice it  says he told “his people” not “the goyim,” the point of 
Bereishis is to make us firm in our belief that Hashem created the 
world. Then we will have the force and conviction needed to stand up 
confidently and defend our claim to the land.

The mitzvah to live in Israel.
If Israel is ours, shouldn’t we all be living there? Is there a mitzvah to 
live in Israel? If there is, what’s our excuse for not packing our bags and 
catching the next plane?

While the Rambam doesn’t count living in Israel as one of the 613 
mitzvos, the Ramban, in his list of mitzvos that the Rambam left out, 
counts living in Israel as the fourth of the positive commandments:

RAMBAN (FOURTH POSITIVE MITZVAH IN THE OMISSIONS OF THE RAMBAM IN 

SEFER HAMITZVOS)

מצוה רביעית שנצטוינו לרשת הארץ אשר נתן האל יתברך 
ויתעלה לאבותינו לאברהם ליצחק וליעקב ולא נעזבה ביד 
זולתינו מן האומות או לשממה. והוא אמרו להם )מסעי לג( 
והורשתם את הארץ וישבתם בה כי לכם נתתי את הארץ לרשת 
אותה...היא מצות עשה לדורות מתחייב כל יחיד ממנו ואפילו 
בזמן גלות...אמרו ישיבת ארץ ישראל שקולה כנגד כל המצות 
שבתורה: 
the fourth mItzvah that we are commanded Is to InherIt 
the land that hashem gave to our forefathers avraham, 
yItzchok, and yaakov and not to leave It to any other 
natIons or to remaIn desolate. thIs Is what [moshe] 
Instructed them “you should InherIt the land and 
settle In It for the land was gIven to you to InherIt...
It Is a posItIve commandment that oblIgates every sIngle 
IndIvIdual and  Is applIcable throughout the generatIons, 
even durIng golus...our sages saId: settlIng the land of 
Israel Is equIvalent to all the mItzvos In the torah.
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So if there is a mitzvah, aren’t we obligated to pack up 
our belongings and catch the next flight there?

There is much discussion as to why the Rambam didn’t count living in 
Israel as a mitzvah. Some maintain that the Rambam doesn’t hold it is 
a mitzvah, others say it is only a rabbinic mitzvah, a mitzvah d’rabonon 
(which would still be binding). The Megilas Esther (a commentary 
on the Rambam’s Sefer Hamitzvos) maintains that according to the 
Rambam it is not a mitzvah at all! The Minchas Elazar (the Munkatcher 
Rebbe) ruled that we follow the explanation of the Megilas Esther.

The Avnei Nezer (the Sochatchover Rebbe) was asked in the 1860s 
why gedolei yisroel in Europe didn’t fulfill the mitzvah of moving to 
Israel. After a long pilpul he concludes with the following opinion 
(based on the Ritva):

AVNEI NEZER Y”D 454

שו”ת אבני נזר חלק יורה דעה סימן תנד 
נראה דאין חיוב בזה”ז לעלות רק על יושבי א”י החיוב שלא 
לצאת ממנה. 
nowadays there Is no oblIgatIon to move to Israel, only 
for settlers In Israel not to leave.

This would explain why the Rebbe regected the many requests to 
come visit Israel, explaining that if he would come visit, he wouldn’t 
be allowed to leave. There are only three reasons why a person may 
be allowed to leave Israel. 1) To learn Torah 2) To marry 3) To make a 
parnasah.

The Lubavitch approach to moving to Israel can be understood from 
the following famous episode:

LUKUTTEI SICHOS VOL. 2 PG. 621

ווי ס’איז ידוע דער ענטפער פון דעם צמח צדק, וואס ער האט 
געזאגט א אידן אויף יחידות, “ווילסט פארן קיין ארץ ישראל? 
-- מאך דא ארץ ישראל!” ער זאל דא אין חוץ לארץ מאכן א 
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דירה לו יתברך
there Is a well known answer of the tzemach tzedek 
told to a Jew In yechIdus: “If you want to travel to 
Israel, make Israel here!” that he should make a dwellIng 
place for hashem here In the dIaspora.

The uniqueness of Eretz Yisroel can be found everywhere. When 
Moshiach comes, the holiness found in Eretz Yisroel will extend to the 
entire world, as the Midrash notes:

SIFREI, BEG. OF DEVARIM

עתידה ארץ ישראל שתתפשט בכל הארצות
the land of Isarel Is destIned to spread to all the lands

According to Chassidus, this is accomplished through our actions. 
When we do a mitzvah, we uncover the latent G-dliness that resides 
within the object we performed the mitzvah with as well as the place 
where the mitzvah is performed. This is the spark of Eretz Yisroel that 
is in every person in every thing , and in every place. Thus, by doing 
mitzvos we transform our environment into an Eretz Yisroel, a place 
where Hashem’s presence is found.  When we complete our mission 
and reveal Hashem’s presence throughout the world, then, Moshiach 
will come and bring us all back home (to Israel proper).

Concluding Question:
Based on what you have learned, what are three unique qualities of 
the land of Israel?

Key Points
•	 As Jews, Israel is in our hearts and prayers
•	 Israel is a strategically located land flowing with blessings
•	 Hashem made it depend on rain so we will pray to Him for it
•	 It is desolate when abandoned and yet flourishes when inhabited
•	 Why it’s holy: 1. Chosen by Hashem 2. It’s the brain of the universe
•	 It’s ours because its creator gave it to us
•	 There’s an obligation to live there, but only if you are already there
•	 We can transform wherever we are into Israel by doing Mitzvos
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